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Synopsis

Poor Chinye braves the perils of the dark forest as she fetches and carries for her cruel stepmother
and lazy stepsister, but unbeknownst to her, strange powers are watching over her, in a lively
Cinderella tale from the Igbo people of Nigeria. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

Kindergarten-Grade 3-A retelling of a West African folktale. The heroine is Cinderella-like Chinye,
who must labor day in and day out for her mean, conniving stepmother and her spoiled, lazy
stepsister. One night she is sent into the dangerous forest for water, and her kindness and
obedience lead her to great riches. The greedy stepmother then sends her daughter off to find the
same treasure. Of course, the girl is unworthy of the task, and she and her mother lose everything.
In the end, they leave the village. Chinye, in contrast, shares her new-found wealth with others and
becomes a beloved and valuable citizen. This cautionary tale speaks of one’s responsibility to the
community, as well as of such values as obedience and humility. The watercolor paintings are full of
drama and motion. Lush, sweeping foliage; intricately patterned cloth and pottery; and stirring facial
expressions make the setting and characters come to life. A wonderful tale, beautifully told and

illustrated.Carol Jones Collins, Montclair Kimberley Academy, NJCopyright 1994 Reed Business



Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

A thin version of a relatively familiar tale. Orphaned Chinye comes back from a dangerous errand
with a magic gourd that proves to be filled with riches. Her spoiled stepsister Adanma sets out to
fetch another, but in her arrogance gets one containing a destructive wind. This differs from other
renditions in that Chinye isn’t rewarded for any virtue (she simply complains to an old woman, who
takes pity on her), while the telling is so cursory that readers will be uninvolved. Safarewicz dresses
her figures in elaborately patterned traditional costumes that stand out brightly against jungles
painted in large, sweeping strokes--visual drama that the text never matches. The tale gets richer
treatment in San Souci’s Talking Eggs (1989). (Folklore/Picture book. 6-8) -- Copyright A©1994,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition

of this title.

Great story! | hadn’t read this one before. Nice addition to my Cinderella collection.

| have been collecting cinderella spoofs for years so when | see a new one | grab it. | use themin a

language arts lesson and the students just love them.

nice version of the americanized version of cinderella. used it in a classroom and students really

enjoed. highly recommend for kids

My third grade class really enjoyed this wonderfully illustrated and excitingly told folk tale. Many
times | will read part of the story before lunch and then we will come back and complete the story. |
like to stop at a cliff hanger moment and then complete a story later in the day...it helps peak their
curiousities and gain a love of reading.Well, my students were quite into this story and a boy who
normally could care a less about stories and reading exclaimed, "Don’t you DARE stop, Mrs. P. You
better read us the whole book now!" | recommend reading it on a stormy day as | did and dimming
the lights. This beautifully well-written West African "Cinderella" folk tale and the lush and colorful
pictures will excite and delight young folks. | love it as well and have read it to my class for the past
two years.It is a good companion with other folk tales, Ananse stories from Africa and other versions

of the Cinderella tale.
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